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A year's overview

Dear
members,

“You can only be successful  i f  everyone’s
pul l ing in the same direct ion,”  said our f i rst
#Freundship Award winner,  Jürgen Klopp,
dur ing his recent introduct ion as Germany’s
new footbal l  coach. He went on to say:  “ I f  we
al l  do th is together – and let ’s imagine that
happens. The next day, the neighbour
wouldn’ t  be such a pain,  the weather wouldn’ t
be so bad, and Merz wouldn’ t  get  everything
wrong, even though he’s t ry ing to get
everything r ight . ”

I  th ink Jürgen Klopp is spot on. More uni ty
and more opt imism would do us good. The
numerous chal lenges we face – which are,
af ter  a l l ,  qui te s imi lar  across Europe –
demand not only courage and innovat ion but,
above al l ,  compromise.

In the UK, Andy Burnham is current ly serving
as the seventh Pr ime Minister in ten years.
Commentators argue that the country has
undergone rapid change :  Brexi t ,  r is ing energy
and l iv ing costs,  g lobal  cr ises,  ongoing
debates about migrat ion pol icy.  Sounds just
l ike the media here in Germany…

And as in the UK, the pol i t ical  landscape has
changed here too. In the UK, the r ight-wing
popul ist  ‘Reform UK’ party has mainly
at t racted former Conservat ive voters,  wi th the

Conservat ive Party steadi ly losing ground. The
fami l iar  system of two large, strong part ies is
crumbl ing. The same is t rue here.

Successful  governance, necessary reforms –
things are gett ing more compl icated. The
wi l l ingness to work together and to
compromise helps,  both here and across the
Channel.  What Starmer,  Macron and Merz have
set in mot ion is having an impact.  Ideal ly,  their
improved cooperat ion on geopol i t ical  and
secur i ty issues should also have a posi t ive
effect  on economic cooperat ion.  There is st i l l
p lenty of  scope for progress here – especial ly
with a pragmatic approach!

With th is in mind, I  wish you al l  a wonderful
summer and relaxing hol idays.

Yours s incerely,  

Michael  Schmidt ,
President of  the BCCG
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Date: 21st May 2026  Start:  1:15 pm  End: 1:58 pm  Location: Norddeutsche Landesbank, One Wood Street,
London EC2V 7WT, UK  Chaired by: Michael Schmidt,  President  Attendees: BCCG members – Attachment 1

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting 2026

(1)  President’s welcome
President Michael  Schmidt warmly welcomes the
BCCG members to th is year ’s AGM and conf i rms
that the meet ing is quorate.

Two years ago,  the BCCG decided to focus i ts
act iv i t ies more s t rongly  on the UK.  This  makes i t
the only  b i la tera l  Br i t ish Chamber a lso act ive in
the UK i tse l f .  At  th is  morn ing’s  Board meet ing,  i t
was decided to  found a four th BCCG-region:
Nor thern England /  Wrexham. Our a im is  to
st rengthen our  act iv i t ies in  the region,  thereby
at t ract ing new members.  The commit tee for  the
new region wi l l  be led by Peter  Schr iewersmann.

Michael  Schmidt  hands over  to  the ret i r ing
t reasurer ,  Ger t rud Bergmann,  for  her  f ina l
summary of  the BCCG’s f inances at  the AGM.

Mrs Bergmann presents the f igures for  the 2025
f inancia l  year ,  as audi ted by AC CHRISTES &
PARTNER GmbH Wir tschaf tsprüfungsgesel l -
schaf t  Steuerberatungsgesel lschaf t .  
Overa l l ,  the Chamber generated a surp lus of
€42,000 in  2025.  
Looking at  the balance sheet ,  the Associat ion ’s
assets at  the end of  2025 amounted to  €566,405,
which the Treasurer  descr ibes as a comfor table
s i tuat ion f rom a f inancia l  po int  o f  v iew.  The cash
balance at  the end of  2025 stands at  €725,000+,
which fur ther  under l ines the BCCG’s sound
f inancia l  pos i t ion.  Ger t rud Bergmann shows the
audi tor ’s  repor t ,  which every member is  welcome
to rev iew fo l lowing the meet ing.  There are no
quest ions on the repor t  f rom the AGM. 

Treasurer  Bergmann then presents the budget
for  the year  2026.  Due to the German-Br i t ish
#Freundship Award,  which had taken p lace in
March and ra ised h igher  income and expendi ture
than expected,  the BCCG’s budget  exceeds the
€1 Mi l l ion-mark on both accounts for  the f i rs t
t ime in  i ts  h is tory .  The BCCG also has a s taf f
member work ing in  London,  s ince January,
employed by the Chamber.  This  new expendi ture
has a l ready been factored in to the budget .
Overa l l ,  a  surp lus of  €35,000 for  2026 is
pro jected.  

Michael  Schmidt  adds that  the Chamber ’s
f inancia l  s tanding is  very good.  However ,  the
reserves are not  excessive,  as our  annual
income f rom membership contr ibut ions is  lower
than our  annual  f ixed costs .  The Pres id ium and
the Execut ive Board are current ly  d iscuss ing
where the Chamber can sensib ly  invest  in  i ts
own future,  in  order  to  cont inue to  grow and
prosper .

(2)  Approval of the minutes of the AGM 2025
The minutes of  the Annual  General  Meet ing 2025
are unanimously adopted and approved.

(3)  Annual Report 2025
Michael  Schmidt begins the annual  report  by
looking at  the current membership stat ist ics.
There is a shi f t  in the membership year on year:
most ly smal l  f i rms are terminat ing their
membership,  whi lst  new, larger f i rms are jo in ing,
including many sponsor ing members.  We now
have signi f icant ly more act ive members who also
pay higher fees and take on sponsorship roles.
The Chamber is opt imist ic that  i t  wi l l  be able to
at t ract  fur ther new members th is year,  thereby
keeping the number of  BCCG members stable.  

Looking at  the many events,  that  the BCCG
organises each year,  President Schmidt would
l ike to l imi t  h is presentat ion to just  a few
highl ights.  This year ’s German-Bri t ish
#Freundship Award was presented to Nico
Rosberg.  The gala in Ber l in in March was a
resounding success, wi th extremely posi t ive
feedback from part ic ipants and the more than 40
sponsors.  The media response was also very
good. Preparat ions for  the next award - in 2028-
are already underway. A big round of  applause
goes to the Head Off ice team, for  the excel lent
and seamless organisat ion of  th is event.
Other notable events include the "14.
Internat ionale Kohl fahrt"  in Ber l in,  the UK-
German Business Forum in Liverpool  in March, a
get- together dur ing HANNOVER MESSE 2026,
the Burns Supper in Frankfurt  and an AI-dr iven
account ing conference in Munich.  
This is just  a very smal l  select ion of  the events
organised by the BCCG in 2026, as we organise
wel l  over 100 events per year.  The more act ive
our members are,  the more events we can
organise and consequent ly the more new
members we can at t ract .  This is a very posi t ive
cycle,  for  which the President is very grateful :
“Whenever i t  comes to German-Bri t ish
relat ionships,  we are one of  the key stakeholders
to be contacted.”



(4)  Approval of Audited Accounts 2025
The President asks the Annual  General  Meet ing
(AGM) to vote on the approval  of  the audi ted
accounts for  2025. These are approved
unanimously by the AGM, with no abstent ions and
no votes against .

(5)  Approval of the Executive Board’s activity
and accounting reports 2025
The Annual  General  Meet ing approves the
Execut ive Board’s act iv i ty and account ing report
for  2025 unanimously,  wi th two abstent ions and
no votes against .  

(6)  Exoneration of the Members of the Board
and of the Council
Reiner Kunz (a BCCG-member who is not a
member of  any of  the relevant bodies) moves that
the members present at  th is Annual  General
Meet ing grant exonerat ion of  the members of  the
Board and of  the Counci l  in accordance with
Art ic le 11(e) of  the BCCG Art ic les of  Associat ion.
The mot ion for exonerat ion is passed
unanimously by the AGM, with three abstent ions
and no votes against .

(8)  Elections
In consul tat ion wi th the Board and Counci l ,  the
Finding Commit tee proposes the fol lowing new
candidates for  elect ion:  

The Rt Hon Greg Hands (EP Group),
Michael  Jungwir th (Vodafone GmbH)

There were no quest ions f rom the AGM regarding
the elect ion of  e i ther candidate.  One af ter  the
other,  they were elected to the BCCG-Counci l ,
unanimously and without abstent ions.  Both
accepted their  e lect ion.

The biennial  re-elect ion of  the fo l lowing members
of the Counci l  is  due today: 
 Dr Henr ik Ahlers,  Danuta Florczyk,  Dr Ingr id
Hengster,  Det lef  Mi lkerei t ,  Dr Ursula Schütze-
Krei lkamp, Chr ist ian Vol ler t ,  Eckart  von Klaeden
and Patr ick Wendeler.

The Annual  General  Meet ing of  Members did not
request to discuss these nominat ions,  and the
President ’s proposal  for  a block vote on the re-
elect ion of  the candidates was approved. In th is
block vote,  the AGM elected al l  proposed
candidates to the BCCG Counci l  unanimously,
wi thout any object ions or abstent ions.

(7)  Farewell  to BCCG Treasurer Gertrud R.
Bergmann
Michael  Schmidt pays t r ibute to the impressive
career and part icular ly to the longstanding and
dedicated commitment to the BCCG of Treasurer
Gertrud R. Bergmann, who has served in th is
honorary posi t ion for  17 years,  thereby
signi f icant ly support ing and shaping the work of
the Chamber.  She is ret i r ing f rom her main job
and is therefore also stepping down from her
posi t ion as Treasurer of  the BCCG. At today’s
preceding Counci l  meet ing,  her col league at
Forvis Mazars,  Jul iane Wiefel-Seedorf ,  was
appointed as her successor:  Treasurer of  the
BCCG and member of  the BCCG Presidium.
Gertrud Bergmann received a long round of
applause from the AGM. In her response she
expressed her heart fe l t  thanks for the t rust fu l  and
excel lent  cooperat ion over the years wi th in the
BCCG, which she had always great ly enjoyed.
She was del ighted to be able to hand over the
Chamber’s f inances to Mrs Jul iane Wiefel-
Seedorf  today, wi th such strong resul ts.  Gertrud
Bergmann said she was now very much looking
forward to l i fe af ter  her career.  

(9)  Next AGM, 2027
The next AGM wi l l  take place on 9  June 2027 in
Bremen. Ubbo Oltmanns, Chairman of  the
Bremen/Lower Saxony Region, has already
started a great deal  of  organis ing for the event
and everyone can look forward to the AGM in
2027.

t h

(10) AOB
In conclusion of  the AGM, Michael  Schmidt
announced a few upcoming important dates:  

16  September 2026, Ber l in:  Sponsor ing
Members Dinner

t h

15  October 2026, London: German-Bri t ish
Business Summit  and Oktoberfest

t h

19  January 2027, Ber l in:  New Year’s
Conference & Recept ion

t h

When asked by the President,  there were no more
quest ions f rom the AGM, so he thanked al l
members present for  their  part ic ipat ion and
support  and closed the meet ing at  1:58 p.m.
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British Chamber of Commerce in Germany e.V., Berlin
Financial statement as of 31st December 2025 

ASSETS 3 1 . 1 2 . 2 0 2 5 E U R P R E V .  Y E A R E U R

A. Intangible fixed assets
B. Tangible assets
C. Receivables and other assets
D. Cash balance and bank balances
E. Deferred items

2,00 

4.100,00

169,49

725.229,64

34.680,67
 

764.181,80

2,00 

3.328,00

92,64

606.308,37

328,66
 

610.059,67

3 1 . 1 2 . 2 0 2 5 E U R P R E V .  Y E A R E U R
A C C R U A L S ,  L I A B I L I T I E S
A N D  D E F E R R E D  I T E M S

A. Provisions
B. Liabilities
C. Passive deferred items

36.440,62

6.210,96

155.124,94
 

197.776,52

33.342,91

6.710,95

45.341,17
 

85.395,03

A S S O C I A T I O N S '  A S S E T S 3 1 . 1 2 . 2 0 2 5 E U R P R E V .  Y E A R E U R

A. Balance carried forward by 1st January
B. Surplus

524.664,64

41.740,64

566.405,28

470.394,08

54.270,56

524.664,64



Annual financial statement for the financial year from 
1st January to 31st December 2024

Statement of income and expenses

S t a t e m e n t  o f  i n c o m e  a n d  e x p e n s e s 3 1 . 1 2 . 2 0 2 5 E U R P R E V .  Y E A R E U R

INCOME

1.Membership fees

2.Publications

3.Conferences

4.Events held by the regions

5.Other/interests

 

532.038,90

23.847,48

127.324,62

44.206,51

13.149,49
 

740.567,00

EXPENDITURE

1.Personnel

2.Traveling expenses

3.Publications

4.Conferences and events

of the regions

5.Write-Offs

6.Other expenses

 

442.199,23

8.387,63

23.584,57

122.059,45

2.732,33

99.863,15
 

698.826,36

Surplus 41.740,64

 

540.608,44

39.156,84

304.958,76

33.676,33

0,00
 

918.400,37

 

441.435,87

12.242,03

18.710,00

279.499,64

7.360,97

104.881,30
 

864.129,81

54.270,56
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	2,00  4.100,00 169,49 725.229,64 34.680,67
	764.181,80
	2,00  3.328,00 92,64 606.308,37 328,66

	610.059,67
	ACCRUALS, LIABILITIES AND DEFERRED ITEMS
	A. Provisions B. Liabilities C. Passive deferred items

	31.12.2025

	EUR
	36.440,62
	6.210,96 155.124,94

	PREV. YEAR
	EUR
	33.342,91
	6.710,95 45.341,17

	ASSOCIATIONS' ASSETS
	31.12.2025

	EUR
	PREV. YEAR
	EUR
	A. Balance carried forward by 1st January B. Surplus
	524.664,64  41.740,64
	566.405,28
	470.394,08  54.270,56

	524.664,64


	Statement of income and expenses
	Annual financial statement for the financial year from  1st January to 31st December 2024
	31.12.2025
	EUR
	PREV. YEAR
	EUR
	Surplus
	41.740,64
	54.270,56




