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SAVE THE DATE:
25 MARCH 2026

11:00 – 11:30 | Welcome Remarks

CEO Düsseldorf Messe

Minister President NRW/ Minister Liminski tbc 

British Ambassador to Germany tbc

Moderator

11:30 – 12:30 | Ministerial Keynotes

It is still possible that the Bundeskanzler agrees to speak and the content of the Keynotes will adjust accordingly. If not we

expect Minister Wadephul, AA or Minister Pistorius BMVg.  UK Secretary of State for Defence has been notified.

German Minister (Auswertigesamt and/or Defence) tbc: 

12:30 – 13:00 | Security & Threat Briefing Intelligence community perspectives (UK,GER,UKR)

High level threat assessment with focus on Western Europan theatre but to include Hybrid Cyber Threats from further East. 

Ukraine battlefield and cyber lessons (UKR)

Investing in Ukraine local defence industry: opportunity and challenge

tbc

UK-GER Bilateral Symposium
“Defence meets Wirtschaft”

Moderation and Speaker Guidance

A perspective of Security policy significance the key defence agreement elements of Trinity House and Kensington and why they

are so important to Germany. What progress is being made todate to cement the key content? 

Budgetary enhancements and dimensions which the German government has aleready passed in support of the defence

budgets. 

Comment on the immediate security dangers the country faces from abroad and within.

What are the key challenges to be overcome from procurement to manpower.

 How this is also aligned with EU defence budgets.

How can commerce and industry in Germany best rise to these challenges.

UK Minister (Defence & Security) tbc:

A perspective on why the key defence agreements are so key to the UK and what progress is being made todate to cement the

key content and cooperation. What does the goveerment veiw as top UK priorities. 

Budgetary facts which the UK government still has to balance in support of the defence budgets. 

Is the UK PM’s intitiative “the Cooperation of the Willing” bearing fruit and what has been achieved to date. 

 How can commerce and industry in the UK best rise to these challenges.

EU SEDE Confirmed Frau Marie-Agnes Strack Zimmermann

Member of Parliament / Chair SEDE Defence ( Late Afternoon / Evening Keynote)

Updateing on how the EU is deturmining optimal defence posture alongside NATO.

Comment on the practical application of the EU defence budget 

Is independant EU Defence piosture achievable with the US and NATO. 



SAVE THE DATE:
25 MARCH 2026

14.00-14:45 Panel I: Autonomous Conventional Battlefield – Land, Sea, Air implications of autonomy & AI

What are the major threats we are observing on land, sea and in the air.

What are the key weapon systems of the futre and are they rapidly making large formations of expensive conventional

equipment progressively redundant. Does trhis change the “Boots on the Ground” requirement? Not forgetting

conventional hulls at sea and manned aircraft. 

As AI develops what are the implications for command and control over large expanses of territory and long boarders. 

tbc

14:45-15:30 Panel II: Efficient Innovation and Procurement – Lessons and pragmatic changes.

Given this quantum change to the battlefield and the increased threat ,NATO and allies need to accelerate procurement,

innovation and opportunity. What are the key lessons we have learnt in the past 12 months.

How can we imporove this further and what blocks need to be removed

Are the defence budgets GER, UK and EU adequate and able to react swiflty enoough

Is access to these budgets open to SMEs as well as the “Greats”.

15:30-16:15 Panel III: Total Cyber War – Satellite to tactical comms, infrastructure vulnerabilities & responses (Content

further advised by British Standards Institute/NCSC)

We are at war - so how does this manifest itsalf on a day to day basis with past examples. UK and Germany are our

focus today but but what other examples to illustrate global impact. 

Visible corporate impact of wide dimension is being experienced in both countries. What does this look like and what is

the assessed financial damage in the cases we are talking about.

In the public domain what overriding principles must companies in both countries focus on to drive “Resiliance

Engineering”. 

We hear about global and local threats. We are in NRW s what impact do we have on our doorstep (Director State

Attorney Cyber NRW Confirmed)

tbc
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14:00 – 17:15 | Panel Discussions 


